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ADVANCE NOTICE OF 2014 AGM......see page 5
FROM THE PRESIDENT

Membership.

It's a long time since the Ongerup Conservation Organisatas formed in
1971 in response to the threat of mining in what was torbed€RNP. That
organisation became the Fitzgerald River National Pargodiation in
1980, and changed its name to Friends of the Fitzgerald Rateyndl Park
in 1999. The original threat may have passed, but we stitl nembers
who are aware that there is much more to this parkdbeess to the coast
and fishing spots. This is why we have an elected repegsenton the
FRNP Advisory Committee. The delegate, elected fromctiramittee at
the AGM will be an effective advocate, and needsejarasent a vibrant
membership. Please speak to friends and colleagues abopéirthéo en-
courage new members who will value the park for its bedity, and as
our unique West Australian heritage. To paraphrase the wbrihe late
President Kennedy, “Think not what the park can do for youwat you
can do for the park”. We all have busy lives with otlanmitments; please
do not let this diminish your support for the ‘Friends’ andNIFR

Twertup.

This major task is going ahead under Ric Pepper and Gij'€idaadership.

Its completion depends on the team of volunteers dv@ supported us,
but as soon as the roof is in place, there will beenfior the unskilled ( me
included) to do on site. I'm looking forward to it, plegs® us.

Family activities.

Last year it was suggested that child-friendly activitvesild be a good way
to attract family membership. This was a great idea. alGiee and Steve
held a very successful workshop at Quaalup. It was remardi see the
look of delight on kids’ faces when the miniature worfdaquatic inverte-
brates was revealed by microscope. There once wgs atsi wertup attrib-
uted to Heather Pearce saying:- ‘Don’t suggest, volunt€enild we have
a few ideas with appropriate planning from the members whildren
please? Members without children not excluded! It vallam agenda item
at the AGM, so please come with your plans.

Have a safe and happy holiday season and please thinkvatituve can
all do for Fitzgerald River National Park.

Next 1ssae:
Pebruary 2012

Anne Gadsby, Bremer Bay, November 2013




GOOD NEWS ..CONGRATULATIONS TO
GONDWANALINK

Banksia,

el

We are helping build
Gondwana Link, Winner of
the Banksia Foundation 2013
Land and Biodiversity Award
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Category Winner

Gondwana Link

The winners of one of Australia’s most prestig-

ious environmental awards has been announced ng BAD NEWS FOR SHORT-TAILED
a gala dinner in Melbourne’s Convention Centre'SHEARWATERS

WA based Gondwana Link is the 2013 winner of -

the ‘Land and Biodiversity — preserving our eco-On 27 October a friend arrived with news that
systems’ award, given for ‘its innovative ap-

proach, vision and partnerships formed to achievéhey had just been on several of the Ipcal Bremer
substantial biodiversity outcomes. beaches, and there were dead and dying birds eve-

rywhere, one every 10m in some places! We went
In accepting the award, on behalf of the numerouso the nearest victims, which | collected.
donors, organisations, businesses and individuals
involved, Gondwana Link Ltd CEO, Keith Provisionally identifying them as Short-tailed
Bradby, highlighted the urgent nature of the work Shearwaters, | weighed and measured 2 speci-
underway. “South-western Australia is alreadymens, but had to wait for Monday morning before

recognised internationally as an area ‘where  gopging photos and measurements to Ron Johns-
exceptional concentrations of endemic species are

undergoing exceptional loss of habitat.” Add to tong at the museum. Ron confirmed my identifi-

this the increasing impact of climate change, an§ation: They were frozen, and taken to Perth later
we have very few years left to either safeguardhat week. | had remarked on the very low weight
our bushland, or face catastrophic loss.” of the two collected.

Established in 2002, the Gondwana Link pro-John Darnell's comment was particularly interest-
gram is halfway through an ambitious effort to  ing. "This species breed in fair numbers on some
reconnect habitats across south-western Australiaf the Recherche Archipelago islands so to find

from tlhe wet forests”of the far south r\]/vest tcl)l the " one of them at Bremer Bay is probably not all that
woodland and mallee bordering the Nu arbOr'unexpected (although I cannot actually recall get-

The work is being achieved by a network Oft' . ; th oushv). What i
groups - local, national and international - who ing a specimen from there previously). at1s

work cohesively across the 1000 kilometres of théN0St interesting about your birds - as far as | am
Link. Gondwana Link was the first large connec-concerned - is that for a period of weeks
tivity program launched in Australia, but now has (recently) there has been a "higher than average"
colleague organisations in all other states and ifortality along the (lower) NSW coast-Bass
one of the foundation stones of Australia’s Na- ; "

. e : Strait area.

tional Wildlife Corridor Plan.

Fast forward two weeks, and there are even more

casualties on the south coast, ranging from Kan-

Keesing for winning this award. ‘Friends’ are aroo Island to west of Albanv. The common
one of 22 Gondwanalink partnership groups; thisg_ L ) ) Y. .

in part recognises the pivotal role that FRNP hasfinding in all these birds is that they are starving.
in the linkage as indicated below. Editor. Stomachs have been empty of food and plastic.

There are thousands of casualties, and as they are

‘Friends’ congratulate Keith Bradby and Amanda



returning from migration to feed off the islands -~ =5, Project
of the Recherche Archipelago, there will be little ¢ N

EBACK O
or no breeding this year. WESTERN AUSTRALIA FBG -\
< s CPSM

Is there a shortage of food somewhere in the food

chain? Has the harvesting of krill caused this? bl
There are so many questions to be answered, w2/ "4
know relatively little about this interesting bird.
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- Project Dieback: Protecting Biodiversity Assets
Many people at Birdlife, the WA Museum and

DPAW are working to solve this mystery. The The future of biodiversity in the south-west of the
evidence they require is often provided by volun-State is looking brighter thanks to the ongoing

teers who collect birds from beaches, and notic&@nagement of Phytophthora dieback. . “Project
unusual events Dieback’ will focus around improving hygiene

and access infrastructure to priority areas of na-
In a recent development, news from New souttiive vegetation and ensure the protection of some

Wales, Victoria and Tasmania where 10,000s og;ttﬁgg?: st iconic flora species from the deadly

Shearwaters have died is that toxicology tests

have eliminated avian influenza, Newcastle disOver the next three years, Project Dieback’s key

ease and west mite virus as causes of deaths. Stpreject partners - South Coast NRM, the Depart-

vation has been implicated. ment of Parks and Wildlife, the Centre for Phy-
tophthora Science and Management, the Dieback

Dr Nic Dunlop, who is experienced in pelagic Working Group and the Fitzgerald Biosphere

bird biology, has suggested that it will be impera-Group will be installing hygiene infrastructure so

tive to assess the breeding success, or lack of R€OPle can clean dirty equipment before they en-
er areas with a priority protection status.

when Shearwaters breed in the Recherche Arch]= . : .

: . itzgerald Biosphere Group executive officer
pelago in late November-mid December. Anne Sparrow said Project Dieback aims to pro-
vide the community with the resources needed to
improve hygiene practices and in doing so protect
the amazing bushland in the region from dieback.
“The Fitzgerald Biosphere is mostly free from
dieback and these areas are easy enough to protect
if people take a minute to make sure equipment is
clean from dirt and mud before they head into
these areas,” Ms Sparrow said.

Contributed by Anne Gadsby.

Work across the Fitzgerald River National Park
includes an aerial survey, the upgrade of boggy
sections of the Gordon Inlet and Doubtful Island

Roads and the installation of boot cleaning sta-
tions. More work is to be planned for 2014.

Anne Sparrow will be developing a Local Area

Dieback Reference Group for the Fitzgerald Bio-

sphere region to guide the delivery of the project

Short-tailed Shearwater photographed at Trige-OVer Ithe next few molnthds._ V\Le_ encourage local
low Beach. Photo credits Harry Louw & Steve P€OPI€ to become involved in this group.
Elson.

This project is supported by funding from the
Western Australian Government's State NRM
Program with technical support from all project
partners.



MYLIES BEACH or MILEYS-
BEACH...WHAT'S IN A NAME?

Quite a bit as it turns out. Rod Daw,
Ravensthorpe farmer and Chair of the FRNP Ad
visory Committee has long held the view that an:
FRNP history or interpretive material should ac:
knowledge the role played by early settlers ir
what is now the national park. An example of this
is the origin of the name ‘Mylies Beach'. ‘Mylies’

is the incorrect spelling of the abbreviated sur
name, used as a nickname, for Robert Mildwatel
who had a fishing camp and small sheep run clos
to the current Mylies Beach recreation site. Thi
mistake was first made in 1977 in an early FRNI
pamphlet produced by the then National Park
Authority. It is a good example of how an error is
perpetuated once it is in print.

The advent of the parks improvement project, parRobert Mildwaters. Photo courtesy of Judy Charl-
ticularly the requirement for new interpretive ma-ton (nee Mildwaterk

terial, provided the opportunity to rectify the mis-

take. Senior Interpretation Officer Lorna Charlton

of DPAW took up the task to do the historical re-

search to present to Landgate which is the off ; P

cial custodian and authority for geographical no : A
menclature in WA to change the name back t ' '
‘Mileys’. The research involved use of
Ravensthorpe Historical Society and Daw family <
records as well as the National Library of Austra;-
lia “Trove’ website to show that ‘Mildwaters’ was *§e
a prominent early Ravensthorpe family name bu %

there were no ‘Mylewaters’. A formal submissions =~~~ % i .
was submitted to Landgate to effect the chang = -~~~ : . SRR
which has been approved. Some road signage w...” == T s e

require changing. John Mildwaters’ Ravensthorpe blacksmith shop

in 1906. Photo courtesy Ravensthorpe Historical

Robert Mildwaters (1893-1927) was one of 12_
Society.

children of John Walter Mildwaters (1843-1936)

and Mary Jane Mildwatersi¢eHill) (1847-1930) There is surprising end to this story. In one of

who came to Ravensthorpe from South AUStra"a}ife’s extraordinary coincidences, after she had

in the early 1900s. John Mildwaters operated a . .
blacksmith shop in Ravensthorpe and was in_completed her research into the Mildwaters fam-

volved in the construction of the overland tele-IIy Lorna Charlton found she was a relative by

. o marriage. Her brother Michael is married to Judy
graph. Mary was active as a local midwite. (nee Mildwaters) one of Robert’s grand daugh-

ters. Michael and Judy reside in Coolgardie where
Michael is a prospector, thus continuing the fam-
?Iy bush tradition.

Robert Mildwaters had a small farm just north of
Cocanarup Timber reserve. He is listed on th
Ravensthorpe Methodist Church World War |
honour board. Robert died prematurely at age 34
at Pingelly WA.
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ADVANCE NOTICE OF 2014 AGM On Sunday 15 September there was a guided walk
through the Ravensthorpe Range attended by 14
Next year the AGM and activities weekend will people including visitors from Albany and
be held in Hopetoun. The meeting and guesMcClaren Vale in South Australia. In spite of it
speaker events will be on Saturday 5 April atbeing a dull and rainy day, the heavy rain left us
Mary Anne Haven, otherwise know as the Seniomlone until the walk was almost completed. High-
Citizens Centre in the main street. Dr Liz Fox oflights included venturing into the manganese adits
Birdlife Australia will be our guest speaker. On at Mt Chester where we saw a colony of choco-
Sunday we will have excursions to some of thdate wattled bats and experienced the strange phe-
newly developed recreation sites, Culham Inlethomenon of complete and utter darkness. After
bird hide and walk trails at the eastern end of thédunch we returned along the railway heritage walk
park. Further details will be in the February edi-trail to where we started on Mt Desmond .
tion of Narpulungup News.

PREVIOUS EVENTS AND EXCURSIONS

Tracey Ross at the ‘Friends’ stall. Chocolate wattled bats on manganese deposit in
Mt Chester adit.

On Saturday 14 September ‘Friends’ had a stall at

the market day in F.E. Daw & Sons IGA store iInLANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHY

Ravensthorpe. Tracey Ross, Elisa Spengler an@XHIBITION INVITATION....

Andy Chapman ran the stall. The best selling item

was Ron & Sue Wooller's honey possum bookBasil Schur of Greenskills (Inc.) has invited read-

‘Sugar and Sand'. ers with landscape photography of FRNP and the

Ravensthorpe Range to submit images for consid-

eration for an exhibition in February 2014. The

exhibition will be part of the Gondwana Pano-

rama Project. See the flyer on page 6. Note that

although the field excursions were in November

past, the workshop on curating and installing digi-

tal media at the Vancouver Art Centre in Albany

on 21 January 2014 and the exhibition also at the

Art Centre and the Residency Museum, Albany in

February 2014 may be of interest to some of you.

Contact Basil Schur (see flyer) for further infor-

mation.

Elisa Spengler of RAIN helped too.



GONDWANA PANORAMA

LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHY.FILM & CURATING WORKSHOPS

F‘AF‘.T'[I'_IF‘ATE IN A PROJECT THAT "IJF‘F'UETE THE EﬂH]]HlHA LINKE LANDSCAPE CONSERYATION ¥YISION:
JOIN PHOTOGRAPHER IAN BRADEHAM AND FILM HMAKER GRAHAM BISHOP TO EXTEND YOUR DIEITAL
SKILLS, EXPLORE LANDICAPE A3 SUBJECT & THE HUMAN CONNECTION TO THIS UNIGQUE ENYIRONMENT,

DEMHAERK(LITTLE HT LINDESAY EXCURSION] - SUNDA&Y 10 NOVEMEER 9.15-4,30PH
MEET AT SREEN SKILLS DENMARKE OQFFICE

PORONGURUPS EXCURSIOM! SUND&Y 24 NOVEHBER 9,15-4.30PH

MEET AT PORONSCRUF SHOFP @ CAFE

SELECTED FILM AND PHOTOGRAPHIC WOREZ CREATED DURING THESE MORKSHOPS WILL FORA PART 4OF
AN EXHIBITION FLANNED DURING FEBRUARY 2014 AT THE WANCOUYER ARTS CENTRE AND THE

WA MUSEUM ALBANY. PARTICIPANTES IN THE PROJECT CAN JOIN ARTIST NIKKI GREEN IN A FREE
WORESHOP: "CURATING & INSTALLING AN INNOYATIYE DIEITAL MEDIA EXHIBITION® WHICH WILL
TAEE PLACE AT THE YANCOUYER ARTS CENTRE ON FRIDAY 3157 JaNUARY 2014 FRORM B-UPH

WORKSHOPS ARE FREE BUT REGISTRATIOMS ARE ESBSENTIAL - CONTACT BASIL SCHUR
FROM GREEWSKILLS ON 92483310 OR 0429481019 BRSCHURSGREEMSKILLS . ORG.AU

=7 Green I ——— ﬁ g g DUNTRE
fﬂhw, ‘ i e r’e;lbz'u']y

#‘ Gnvgrmmean! ol Western Australia
Mantal Healflh Camimission

AND THE FINAL WORD IS......

To wish all readers a safe and restful holiday sea-
son and a smooth transition from 2013 to 2014.
See you all at the AGMEditor

Photo left: Thumb Peak and Mid Mt Barren from
Hamersley Drive in spring.
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